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tion to request a recount, but only if there’s a 5 percent or less difference between the 
winning candidates and the next losing candidate.  

On the page where you found the details on requesting a recount, there is a blue-tinged 
title, “Chapter 055: Local Elections.” That brings you to a listing of all of the statutes deal-
ing with the subject. Scroll down to the bottom of the page to see “Full Text of Chapter,” 
and each of the laws appears in a single set of pages. To understand one statute, you often 
need context, and reading through the parts of the chapter you can understand how the 
pieces fit together. 

The legislative home page also provides access to the legislative process. Choose “Bills 
& Resolutions” and the first menu item is “Bill, Act & Resolution Search.” Try “Keyword 
and/or Sponsor,” for example, and type “conduct of elections.” There you’ll find the bills 
that have been introduced for that legislative session. 
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another time. Even seasoned researchers use this technique to handle the stress and 
frustration of this kind of work.

Of course, you could ask for help. The town clerk knows the statutes. listers can help you 
find references to the tax laws in Title 32. The Secretary of State’s Office can provide as-
sistance to you, through its web page or if you call the office.

Start at the Beginning and Read through to the End
Everyone who has used the Vermont statutes has been embarrassed by failing to follow 
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is a paragraph describing the ruling, and then a citation of 
the decision. Take this as an example, found under 1 V.S.A. 
§ 316, a part of the state’s public records law:

Motive is irrelevant to the right of access under 
this chapter. Finberg v. Murnane (1992), 159 Vt. 
431, 623 A.2d 979.

This could be important to your next public records 
search when the clerk asks you why you want to see the 
records. 

Not everyone needs to read the whole case, but relying 
too much on the annotation is not always prudent either. 
Suppose you want to read Finberg v. Murnane. The first 
challenge is knowing what to look for. The case name 
Finberg v. Murnane means that Finberg sued Murnane and 
the case made it finally to the Vermont Supreme Court. Its 
reported decision is found in “159 Vt. 431,” meaning Vol-
ume 159 of the Vermont Reports, beginning on page 431.

The next question is how to find the case. Most law-
yers have sets of the Vermont Reports, as does the State 
Archives in Middlesex, and some other libraries. On the 
internet, you can locate most decisions by typing the 
name into a search engine. Finberg v. Murnane is acces-
sible that way.  

You may not find the answer to your question in a court 
case, but it can help you understand the statute or at 
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